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W anda Lee Souza, 71, of Staunton, Virginia, was born August 9, 1954, in

Newport News, Virginia, the firstborn child of Opal Lillian and Eldridge
LeRoy Shafer. She went to be with the Lord, on Tuesday, December 23, 2025,

surrounded by her family at her daughter's home. She was the widow of Michael

Leroy Souza.

She is survived by her son, Michael Anthony Souza of Staunton; her daughter, Cherice Micheal

Souza and partner, Brian Payne of Locust Grove; grandchildren, Devon Troy Souza and partner,
Grace of Stuarts Draft, Madison Shae Fitzgerald of New Market, and Aiden Lee Knott of Locust
Grove; and great-grandchildren, Emmalyn Grace Souza and Robert Scott Souza.

She is also survived by her sisters, Pam Spiggle and husband, Ray of Gloucester, and Cindy
Sumrell and husband, Ken of Florida; her brother, Roy Shafer of Lexington; her best friend since

elementary school, Debbie Spaulding; and a host of additional family and friends.

In addition to her parents, Wanda was preceded in death by her husband, Michael Souza; her son,
David Troy Souza; and her sister, Patty Loftus.

She enjoyed genealogy and family history research, and gardening - especially growing vegetables
and flowers in her GreenStalk planter.
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Michael Souza shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

November 02 2019

December 30 at 9:15 AM

Michael Souza  lit a candle in honor of Wanda.

I always liked fixing things for you. It hurts my heart knowing I couldn't fix you. I

can't remember how many times you said "thank you". You raised me and for that

I should be the one thanking you. I love you mom and will see you again

December 30 at 9:09 AM

BP Brian Payne shared 3 photos to the Tribute Wall album.

Wanda was a truly genuine and unique individual. I am profoundly grateful to

have had the opportunity to know her and to share moments of our lives

together. Our conversations were filled with joy and laughter, covering a wide

range of topics such as religion, music, movies, and the mysteries of the world

and universe. Wanda took great delight in discussing her children and family, often sharing her

extensive research on her family history and genealogy for hours on end. Her wonderful sense of

humor brought me immense joy. I feel incredibly fortunate to have known Wanda and cherish the

time we spent together. "Hey pretty lady."

December 27 at 4:26 PM

Cherice Souza shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

December 27 at 4:29 PM

PAGE 4 OF 12



Tribute Wall Wanda Lee  Souza
AUG  9 , 19 5 4  -  DEC  2 3 , 2 0 2 5

BP Brian Payne shared 3 photos to the Tribute Wall album.

Wanda was a truly genuine and unique individual. I am profoundly grateful to

have had the opportunity to know her and to share moments of our lives

together. Our conversations were filled with joy and laughter, covering a wide

range of topics such as religion, music, movies, and the mysteries of the world

and universe. Wanda took great delight in discussing her children and family, often sharing her

extensive research on her family history and genealogy for hours on end. Her wonderful sense of

humor brought me immense joy. I feel incredibly fortunate to have known Wanda and cherish the

time we spent together. "Hey my pretty lady."

December 27 at 4:26 PM

Cherice Souza  lit a candle in honor of Wanda.

Love you always mommy

December 27 at 4:26 PM
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Michael Souza shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. December 30 at 9:15 AM
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BP Brian Payne shared 3 photos to the Tribute Wall album. December 27 at 4:29 PM
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Cherice Souza shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. December 27 at 4:29 PM
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BP Brian Payne shared 3 photos to the Tribute Wall album. December 27 at 4:27 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Wanda by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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